
Dear friends of the Baltic Green Belt,
our natural heritage is one of the most precious posessions we have, but it is increasingly 
threatened by unbalanced human activities particularly in the coastal areas of the eastern 
and southern Baltic Sea. In order to conserve and sustainably develop this heritage we 
need dedicated partners not only on the governmental level but also in science, in the civil 
society and in small and medium businesses. For this reason, the Ministry of the Environ-
ment welcomes and supports the Green Belt initiative, both in Estonia and on the pan-
European scale. The habitats in the European Green Belt are oustandingly valuable and 
must be conserved for future generations by joint efforts of all countries along the former 
Iron Curtain. Integrating cultural heritage with conservation measures will bring forward the 
Green Belt vision as it emphasises that the Green Belt is conserved for the people, not ai-
ming to take it away from people. Our joint overall goal is to preserve a landscape in which 
environment and human activities are balanced and coexist in harmony today and for the
years to come.

Panorama

Keit Pentus, Minister of the Environment, Estonia

News from the Baltic Green Belt

Biking for a better protection of the 
German coast  
In August, twenty environmentalists 
from different parts of the Baltic Green 
Belt set off for a one week cycle trip 
along the German Baltic coast to call 
for a better protection of its nature 
pearls from human activities. BUND 
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania with 
support of other organisations com-
bined field trips with press meetings, 
public presentations, guided tours and 
meetings with local politicians as well 
as EU Parliamentarians. Find the blog, 
press review etc. at the link below.
joerg.schmiedel@bund.net
www.balticgreenbelt.de/tour

Media tours at the Baltic Green Belt 
in Latvia and Estonia
In May and June the Latvian Associa-
tion for Rural Tourism (Lauku Celotajs) 
and the Estonian University of Life 
Sciences led three media tours along 
the Latvian, the west Estonian and the 
North Estonian coasts. 

The focus was set on military heritage 
in the Green Belt. The tours resulted in 
a number of articles in leading natio-
nal publications and internet portals as 
well as radio emmissions dedicated to 
the Green Belt 
Henri Järv: henri.jarv@emu.ee
Asnate Ziemele: asnate@celotajs.lv

Successful campaign for the  
Lithuanian Green Belt
Over the past one and a half years, the 
Environmental Club Zvejone together 
with the Lithuanian Seaside Regio-
nal Park administration have reached 
about 1000 decision makers and seve-
ral thousand local people by presenting 
a film and an exhibition about threats 
to the park from the building industry. 
With their broad awareness campaign, 
they are calling to keep up the protec-
tion status of the park. Activities ranged 
from targeted actions to inform local 
government representatives, to semi-
nars, fairs and library exhibitions. 
J. Morkvėnaitė - Paulauskienė 
jurate@zvejone.lt, www.zvejone.lt/

Erlandas Paplauskis of the Lithuanian Seaside 
Regional Park presents the film (photo: Maack)
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Bike tour start with MEP Michael Cramer of the 
Iron Curtain Trail (photo: Maack)

Press tour at the Latvian Green Belt (photo: Lau-
ku Celotajs)
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News from the Baltic Green Belt

Green Belt for Parliamentarians
Members of all German political frac-
tions joined a parliamentary breakfast 
on June 30th, 2011 in Berlin following 
an invitation by BUND (Friends of the 
Earth Germany). The goal was to in-
form politicians both about threats and 
conservation options not only for the 
inner German Green Belt but also for 
the Green Belt along the coast. The 
discussion showed that the parlamen-
tarians are knowledgeable and aware 
of the Green Belt‘s importance due 
to continuous awareness work of the 
Green Belt project office in Nuremberg. 
The parliamentarians agreed to ac-
tively work for effective protection and 
development with support of BUND’s 
Green Belt offices in Nuremberg, Kiel 
and Rostock. The next key event for 
stronger political support is October 
18th, 2011. BUND organises a parlia-
mentary lunch for Members of the Eu-
ropean Parliament in Brussels. 
elke.koerner@bund-sh.de 
www.balticgreenbelt.de 

Brochure: Polish industrial farming 
The Green Federation GAJA compiled 
a brochure about industrial farming 
which gives an overview of problems 
related to mass animal production, 
statistical data for Poland and sugges-
tions for more environmentally friendly 
practice than currently applied tech-
niques. Available in Polish and English, 
it is used within a training campaign for 
Polish farmers, within which several 
hundred farmers have been informed 
about possibilities to reduce their nutri-
ent footprint on the Baltic Sea.
Jakub Skorupski: jakub@gajanet.pl
www.balticgreenbelt.org.pl

Pimp your website: Latvian Green 
Belt wildlife on YouTube
Slitere National Park offers more than 
40 movies at their YouTube channel 
which have been viewed more than 
20.000 times by now. The clips display 
the unique fauna in Slitere National 
Park at the Baltic Green Belt in Latvia. 
You can sign up to the channel to be in-
formed about new uploads or to direct-
ly include films easily into your website. 
Help to spread the films and give feed-
back to Slitere National Park.
andra.ratkevica@daba.gov.lv
www.youtube.com/SlitereNationalPark

News from the European Green Belt

GreenNet kicked-off in June 2011
Partners of the GreenNet project (Inter-
reg IVB Central Europe) met in Illmitz, 
Austria to bring forward the GreenBelt 
in Central Europe. The project focus-
ses on unprotected “gap areas” iden-
tified in the previous project “Green-
Belt”, because of a low chance for the 
establishment of new legally protected 
areas. It will apply informal and volun-
tary-participative approaches of land 
and conflict management suitable for 
the creation of an ecological network, 
e.g. ecopools, area pools and round ta-
bles. The project website will be online 
in October 2011. 
Zuzana Hudekova rec@changenet.sk 
www.greennet-project.eu

Movies about nature and people at 
former Iron Curtain
The Slovenian Nature Park Goricko 
organised a movie night with films 
about different parts of the European 
Green Belt on the 6th Day of Movie and 
Culture in Grad Castle in September-

Among them were the films „A Green 
Belt at the Lithuanian Coastline“ and 
the BBC documentary „Ribbon of Life“. 
The event was set up by the Green Belt 
Focal Point for Lithuania to raise more 
local awareness for the Green Belt.
stanka.desnik@goricko.info
www.park-goricko.org 

European Green Belt @ Facebook
The European Green Belt group in the 
social network facebook has more than 
180 members by now, but many active 
people at the Green Belt are still mis-
sing. Join now and share your info with 
the community!
s.maack@geographie.uni-kiel.de

Conference call: The Green Belt as a 
European ecological network
The Technical University of Erfurt invi-
tes scientists and other stakeholders 
of the Green Belt to contribute to the 
scientific conference “The Green Belt 
as a European ecological network – 
strength and gaps” to be held in Erfurt, 
Germany, on January 31st, 2012. It is 
the first out of three planned scientific 
conferences of the GreenNet project. 
English will be the working language of 
the conference. 

marion.mueller@fh-erfurt.deParticipants of the kick-off meeting in Illmitz

German Green Belt representatives at the Ger-
man Parliament (photo: Schmiedel)

Grad Castle, Slovenian Green Belt (ph: Maack)



Natural & Cultural Heritage  
at the Estonian Green Belt
The heritage at the Green Belt in Es-
tonia is outstandingly rich. While the 
natural heritage was assessed before, 
revealing 15 Green Belt core areas of 
utmost importance from the conserva-
tion point of view (Schlumprecht et al. 
2007), the cultural heritage of the Iron 
Curtain time – mainly left-overs of mili-
tary use – was yet never looked at sys-
tematically. In order to preserve and 
manage both the cultural and natural 
heritage objects and areas rationally as 
well as ecologically and economically 
sound, a systematic assessment of the 
values hidden at the coast is necessary. 
At the same time, very little awareness 
about the outstanding values and their 
history as the positive legacy of a peri-
od of deep, widespread social damage 
under Soviet rule exists among locals, 
decision makers and visitors.

Cooperation for sustainable Green 
Belt development
To provide a sound basis for further de-
velopment of the heritage at the Green 
Belt in Estonia, the Estonian University 
of Life Sciences (EMÜ) chose a three-
fold approach:

compile a coastal area inventory• 
raise awareness about the Green • 

Belt
give recommendations for good coas-• 

tal protection & conservation

The work was carried out in cooperati-
on with several NGOs, namely Geogui-
de Baltoscandia, Läänerannik of Vorm-
si island and the Estonian Society for 
Nature Conservation. 

Estonian University 
of Life Sciences 
www.estoniangreenbelt.eu

Läänerannik

Geoguide Baltoscandia 

Estonian Society 
for Nature Conservation
www.elks.ee

Pilot activities
The inventory of cultural and natural 
heritage was conducted in 2009–2010, 
surveying the entire Northern and Nor-
thwestern coast of Estonia, the offshore 
coasts of Hiiumaa and Saaremaa and 
the entire coast of Vormsi island in a 
strip of 200 metres from the average 
water level. In total 1529 objects were 
surveyed, with 80% of the cultural heri-
tage objects being recorded as objects 
of cultural heritage for the first time. 
Most of them, more than 300 objects, 
were related to the occupation period. 
They were compiled in a GIS database 
which provides essential information 
and photos about all surveyed objects 
and are freely available for spatial plan-
ning, tourism development and conser-
vation activities. 

Building up on this, EMÜ and its part-
ners got actively involved in the major 
events related to nature conservation 
in Estonia and have spread the ideas 
of the European Green Belt in nume-
rous events such as press tours, semi-
nars, workshops, lectures, radio shows 
and fairs. Awareness activities are still 
ongoing, with a book, a film and a con-
ference in preparation. They can be 
followed on www.estoniangreenbelt.eu

In parallel, EMÜ compiled a national 
report that gives an overview of coas-
tal zone regulations and good practice 
cooperation projects in Europe, a sum-
mary of the existing coastal plans, an 
overview of the conservation practi-
ces in spatial planning and concludes 
recommendations for improvement of 
coastal and spatial planning.

Lessons learned
Like in other Baltic countries, the mili-
tary objects in Estonia are still not 
recognised and considered as a 
part of cultural heritage. In order to 
change this perception, continuous ef-
forts in information are necessary.
Systematic stock-taking of not only 
the natural but also the cultural he-
ritage at the Green Belt is an essen-
tial step for the further promotion of 
the Green Belt. It allows to differentia-
te between valuable and non-valuable 
objects, and helps to promote the use 
of valuable, unprotected objects and 
thus their conservation, e.g. for use in 
tourism.
Heritage inventories must be publi-
cally available and actively commu-
nicated to decision makers and the ge-
neral public for a wide recognition.

Case Study
Heritage at the Estonian Green Belt

Screenshot: military heritage GIS data base.

Outdor workshop dedicated to cultural heriatge 
in Laheema National Park (photo: Järv)

Project outcomes

Estonian Green Belt website• 
Estonian Green Belt book• 
Estonian Green Belt film• 
data base: >300 objects • 
report for coastal management  • 

   improvement
stakeholder meetings & semi    • 

   nars 
events and information for the   • 

   general public, media presence
Book about the Estonian Green Belt

www.balticgreenbelt.net



This newsletter was compiled within the Baltic Green Belt 
project, part-financed by the European Union (ERDF). The 
newsletter contains third party articles. The views expressed 
in this publication do not necessarily reflect those of all Bal-
tic Green Belt partners. The editors do not accept liability 
for any errors or misprints herein and do not take respon-
sibility for content of third party internetpages pointed to.
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Elke Körner
BUND Schleswig-Holstein 
(Friends of the Earth)
elke.koerner@bund-sh.de

Stefanie Maack
Kiel University
Department of Geography
s.maack@geographie.uni-kiel.de

News from the Baltic Sea Region

Harmful ship emissions must be re-
stricted more 
Sulfur dioxide causes severe human 
deseases and is harmful to the en-
vironment. The costs of disease and 
premature deaths is estimated at 15 to 
35 billion € annualy caused by emissi-
ons of this substance. Currently the EU 
wants to lower the sulfur content in ship 
fuels step by step and gain a reduction 
of sulfur oxide emissions up to 90 % 
and the emission of particles around 
80 %. The new standards stipulated by 
the International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) shall be incorporated into EU law 
and implemented in the Member Sta-
tes. An upper limit for Sulfur content of 
0,1 % in fuel from 2015 is planned for 
sensitive emission control areas such 
as the Baltic Sea. In all other areas the 
limit will be 0,5 %. For comparison: The 
limit on land is 0,001 %. Besides cruise 
and passenger ships are excluded to 
date from these restrictions. 
elke.koerner@bund-sh.de 

Marine Strategy Framework Directi-
ve: Healthy Seas until 2020?
The state of our seas and oceans, in-
cluding North and Baltic Sea, is poor: 
They are too warm, too acidic, too pol-
luted, too noisy and too empty. In order 
to finally reach a sustainable balance 
between maritime uses and conser-
vation measures as well as to provide 
a legally-binding framework, the EU 
Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
(MSFD) was adopted in 2008. Accor-
ding to the directive, EU member states 
are required to take all the necessary 
measures to achieve Good Environ-
mental Status for their respective ma-
rine waters by 2020, thereby providing 
clean, healthy, productive and sustai-
nably managed seas. The implemen-
tation process in Germany is currently 
running. From October onwards a pub-
lic consultation period will offer organi-
sations and other interested parties to 
get informed about the national marine 
strategies and to comment on ques-
tions such as: What is the current state 
of and what are the main threats to the 
North and Baltic Sea? What does their 
respective good environmental status 
look like? What are our environmental 
goals and objectives? BUND (Friends 
of the Earth Germany) will contribute to 
the process, follow the implementation 
of the Marine Strategy Framework Di-
rective and call for ambitious good en-
vironmental status targets, so that our 
seas will be full of life again. We encou-
rage NGOs and other stakeholders to 
get involved in the process in their re-
spective countries to push for the best 
possible implementation. If you would 
like to exchange information about the 
goals and experience from Germany, 
please contact us.
anke.hofmeister@bund.net
www.bund.net/meer

Fisheries regulations in marine Na-
tura 2000 areas are too weak
In most marine Natura 2000 areas of 
the EU, fishing is currently still allowed, 
based on the assumption that fishing 
poses no conflict with the objectives 
of the FFH-directive. In Germany, too, 
the fisheries ministers on regional level 
want to keep to the right of fishing in 
Natura 2000 areas. They demand that 
only if negative influences to a habitat 
can be scientifically verified, fishing 
should be confined. Environmental or-
ganisations point out that bottom traw-
ling is eminently negative in terms of 
preservation in Natura 2000 sites  and 
that enough scientific proof for this di-
lemma is available. Therefore, BUND 
calls for a complete ban of bottom 
trawling in Natura 2000 areas. It should 
be implemented into the marine Natura 
2000 sites management plans, which 
will have to be finalised until 2015.
elke.koerner@bund-sh.de

Emissions from passenger ships will not be re-
duced by EU regulations in their current outline 
(photo: Maack)

The destruction of bottom habitats such as mus-
sel beds through bottom trawling affects the ba-
sis of the food chain (photo: Wichmann)

Emissions from cargo vessels will be limited by 
EU regulations. Bottom dwelling fish such as flounders suffer se-

verely from bottom trawling, 


